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CoRPORATION of LIVERPO OI. 
8 SE and quiet under the Direction and Management of your 
I 97 Concerns, as a Member of the Common Council, I 
IX 
Seat; and that the Ground and Reafon for my Exc luſion 
would have been ſo far from taking place, that it would not have been 
being as effectually rivitted upon you, as they were upon your Prede- 
ceſſors, by a Charter-Grant obtained after an illegal and ſurreptitious 
was your Mayor, you will find, That as the Charter of King Chart 
the Firſt was the ſtrong: Barrier, and Defence of the Burgeſſes Rights, 


ENT LEM E N, 
8 L==x< BELIEVE you will readily allow that if I had fat eaſy 
ould haye remained to this, and to the end of my Time, 
peaceably, and undiſturbedly, in the enjoy ment ot my 

ſo much as thought of. 

I might have peaceably been a Witneſs to the Chains of Vaffaluge 
Manner, in the Reign of King Charles the Second; and if you look: 
back to thg *memorable Year 1751, in which Alderman James Gilar; 
and that there was no legal Power to diveſt or diſpoſſeſs them ef them; 
dut that a clandeſting and lawleſs 8 to King Charles the 13 
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And ſecondly, To apprize you of the Steps lately t-ken to whip me 
upon your Backs, and thereby be better enabled to whip you cut of 
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cond was the Means whereby to accompliſh that End; ſo the like 1a. 
Iefs' and unwarrantable Attempt was then ſecretly made, to dif. 
poſſefs you of the Rights reſtored to you by the Charter of King 
William, to the lating Reproach cf your Town-Clerk, and others in 
the Secret ot ſo deſttuctive a Scheme, alike clandeftinely attempted to be 
carried into Execution. The principal End and Defign I have in View, 
by this Pablication, is, in the firſt Place, to furniſh you with ſome 
Hints, whereby to form a Judgment, whether the Expences hitherto, 
and yet to be incurred, by carrying on the Delign of depriving you of 

our Charter-Rights, are to be taken out of your Public Stock? That 
, Whether the Town-Clerk intends to flog you with your own rod? 


your 5 wg and Privileges, as Free Burgeſſes. 

.In r to my doing ſo, Permit my rather refreſhing your Memories, 
than mentioning what is new to you, and then I hope I can convince 
your Reaſon, (which is the Bar I appeal to) that a Day of Reckoning 
is at no great Diſtance, and which it is in your Power to haſten, and 
likewiſe that Caſh may not be paid out of the Stock of the Corporation; 


but that another Fund muſt be applied to, in order to anſwer thofe Pur- 


Many of you may, (and old Mr. Gi/dart 1 am fure dees) remember, 
that the Sum of Seven Hundred and Ten Pounds was borrowed from 
Mr. Colquitt in 1734, then Collector of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms :; This 
Sum was either borrowed for the Uſe of the Corporation, or to anſwer 
ſome other Purpoſes: As Money raiſed about that Time by Subſcrip- 
ions, was ſome of it applied in Aid of that Debt, which carried a grow- 


Intereſt upon it, conſequently it engaged a Neceſſity to conſider of 
Ware and Means, in Order to the Piltharge of it. Therefore, in 2 
1736, an Application was made to procure a Renewal of the Patent for f di- 

8 upon Wines imported. | Log 


.— When a Warrant was obtained, and before the Patent was made out. re 
Mr. Gildart adviſed his Friend how far they had ſucceeded, (whoſe: 

Letter I have already furniſhed you with a Copy of) therefore ſhall nov 
only extract a Paragraph or two out of it, as being ſufficient for my pre 


ent Purpoſe. * We intend it to be (that is the new Patent) in th 


Mayo 


(3) 
Mayor, Aldermen and Common-Council; the lait was Mayor, Bai- 
© lifts, and Burgeſſes, which makes the Diſpute. If we have it as we 
* intend, we can then diſpoſe of it to what Uſe we pleaſe, and by it I 
* hope, pay all our Law-Debts, and be a good Refuge on any Occa- 
J ſion, as we may want it“), 

Theſe Paragraphs cannot, I think, avoid appearing to vou expreſſive 
of Forelight, arid a premeditated Scheme laid tor the Payment ot Law- 
Debts, out of what really is, and ought to be, the Public's Property; 
becauſe the Prizage-R evenue was, and during the Term of the Patent, 
veſted in the late Earl of Derby, and by him made a preſent of as @ 
Perquiſite to the Mayor for the Time being; but in Lieu of it, by this 
Scheme, he was to be allowed One Mondied Guineas, and that by a ſub. 
ſequent Order of Council, during only their Pleaſure, as a Check u 
his Conduct, and it is in the Council- book minuted ; 0 that your Public 
Eſtate was not only to be cheated out of that Income, in Order to be 3 
Fund for the Council to battle you with, it at any Time you ſhould op- 
poſe their Meaſures; but your Public Eſtate was ſaddled with the an- 
nvual Payment of a hundred Guineas into the Bargain. 

The Law-Debts were contracted by a Suit depending between the 
Common-council and the Burgeſſes, and brought to a hearing at Lan- 
caſter, where the late Mr. Breoks and Mr. Pritchard cas to be il- 
legally appointed Bailifls, and acting as ſuch, failed in their Defence, 
nd were one or both of them fined. 1-2 
ei The Expence in Law, and other Charges, amounted to a confiderable 
um, which was not brought to any open Account in the Corporation's 

"WF ooks, and I dare ſay, Alderman Poole, by a gentle Rub of his Me- 
ory, (if he pleaſes) can juſtify what I relate, and be more particular, 
to the Occaſion of the Diſpute, than my Memory enables me to be. 

From theſe conciſe Paragraphs in the old Gentleman's Letter, yon 
12y remark, that it was a materia] Point to have the Burgeſſes no way 
ntereſted in the Prizage-Grant; for by being ſo diveſted ot it, the Power 
{ diſpoſing of its Revenue veſted ſolely in the Mayor, Bailifts, and 


ut room for Diſpute, be thought a good Refuge on any Occaſion, as if 
'sbt be wanted. By the Account ſettled with Mr. Brereton and Mr, 
dart in 1744 by Mr. Co/quitt, who lent, the Money in 1734, (to 
. B 2 | which 
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ommon- council, and by thus becoming their Property, would, with. - 
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which 1 reſer) it appears how the intended Scheme was carried into Ex- 


ecution, and the old Gentleman, in the Cloſe of the Letter, (Part of 
Which f have recited) lays a ſtrong Injunction upon his Friend, to keep 


it an abſolute Secret, by mentioning the fatal Conſequences that muſt at- 
tend the Diſcovery ot it. 5 
I well remember that in the public Council-Aſſembly, when the Pri- 
rage Affair happened to be mentioned, a late Alderman declared his Opi- 
nion, That it was neceflary to have a Fund to apply to, if the Common. 
council ſhould be called to Account, and he there charged me with hay. 
ing told him (in more private Converſation) I boped it would be ſo; I 
es ledged I had expreſſed myſelf after that Manner, and I now tur. 
ther hope that there is not one Burgeſs in Town can believe, I have re- 
pented making uſe ot that Expreſſion to this Day. 
While there is yet near 800 l. due and owing to the Public Eſtate, 
from the Prizage-Money oy, for any thing yet known to the contrary, 
as I have already explained, I hope the mention of it may not be quite 
urneceſſary, or unſeaſonable; it is of too much Conſequence to the 
Public, yet to lie dormant ; therefore permit me to introduce one further 
Remark, which is, that Mr. Gi/dart, in his Letter before recited, ſays, 
By it we can pay our Law Charges. The Corporation, as ſuch, had no 
Suit depending at that time, nor for a great my Years before, not 
even in my Remembrance, except about the Validity of the Charter, 
towards the latter End of the late Queen Anne's Reign, and ſince that, 
about the Appointment of a Rector, when the Common-council quai 
relled among themſelves; therefore the Law-Charges reſerred to by the 
Title given to the Ballance of the Prizage Account, ſettled in Mr. Crosbic's 
Mayoralty, and mentioned as being paid to Mr. Peters, on Account 
of Law-Charges, muſt be Money expended in Defence of Mr, Brock: 
and Mr. Pritchard acting as Bailiffs; and I beg leave further to obſeric 
to you, that in ſettling this Accompt, the Committee appointed for that 
Purpoſe (and the Mayor one of them) were cheated out of five Year 
Income of the Prizage-Revenue, amounting to 269 Pounds, which, at 
the Time of my being expelled the Council, Mr. S. Colguitt lapped up ſnug 
under the Cover of the Statute of Limitation ; and likewiſe when the fait 
Account was ſettled, the Mayor (though he was one of the Executon 
ef Mr. Peters's Will, and principally concerned in adjuſting Matten 
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was inadvertently brorght in to allow the above-mentioned Ballance to 
be ſo titled, though there could be no Account of that Kind open in his 
Books, conſequently no Money paid. 1 5 
This was a private Affair between the Council and the Burgeſſes, Mr. 
Gildart, I dare ſay, knows it, very well, his Intereſt, (excluliye ot Ho- 
nour and Honeſty, was immediately concerned at that Time, and he 
Uke wiſe knows, the Expence durſt not be publickly brought to Account; 
and what is now 28 is of the like Nature and Import; ] chal» | 
lenge the Town-Clerk to bundle up a Heap of Law to contute my A- 
ſertion, unleſs, according to Cuſtom, coyered by an Opinion upon a 
Caſe, too ſcandalouſly ſtated to bear being produced. | 


© o 


Now, Gentlemen, pleaſe to conſider, that it in the Time of the Coun- 


4 


cil's greater Power, and your much greater Ignorance of the conſtitutio- 


e; nal Laws of the Corporation than at this Period of Time, the Common- 
y, council durſt not publicly apply the Public's Money ; Can jt enter int 
tc our Imaginations to ſuppoſe, they can juſtify their doing it now, to de- 
he fend ſuch Condu& as is openly deſtructive ot your Rights end Privileges 
er eſtabliſhed to you by Charter? No; that very conſtitutional Power 
's which they are attempting to ſet aſide, is alſo the very Baſis and Foun» 


dation upon which themſelves ſubſiſt as a Common- council. ö 
Don't miltake me, Gentlemen, I am not referring to my own imme» if 
diate Caſe, that is before a Court, the judgment ot Which, it is lax from if 
being my Deſign to predetermine. : | 
What I now mention proceeds from a Deſire to diſpel unneceſſary Fears 
of being whipped with your own Rod; I hope there are ſeveral Gentle- 
men in the Council, who will permit no ſuch Work, unleſs oyerpowered 
by a Majority; tho* they may decline looking into A flairs tranſacted bes 
fore their Day; however, it may not be amiſs,” if they pleaſe, to look 
into the Record Books, and try if they can find any Sums of Money: 
paid, or ordered out of the public Stock to defend the Legality of King 
| Charles the Second's Charter: But they may very poſhbly ſtumble upon 
an Order of Council, tor the Burgeſſes who oppoſed the opprethve Meas! 
ſures ſheltered under it, being repaid their Contributions, or what elſe 
| they will pleaſe to term them, I mean the Money advanced for that Pur 
| poſe, and the Amount of it, I ain not a Stranger to. | 
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appear by purſuing their Advice; however, the Conſequence was the 
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{| you know to the contrary) are drawn out and laid before you, (a Privi- 


tutes of 


| Payments to ſtand ſteadily upon; you will be able to garble out ſeveral 


Council go a Begging, Reaſons are eaſy to be Affigned, why fo many 
| xelule to accept the Truſt ; Can a conſcientious Gentleman ſolemnly in- 
veſt himſelf with that, in the Diſcharge of which he muſt either behave 
in known Contradiction to the Conſtitution he ought to ſupport, or dif- 
{| oblige thoſe who invite his Acceptance of it? Some Gentlemen of the 
corporate Body have expreſſed themſelves ſo uneaſy, as to wiſh they 


were clear of it, while others are ſecretly inviting particular Perſons ta 
accept. | LES 4 


I can refer them to Worris's-Calt, who no doubt thought he was very 
well adviſed by his Friends, how) legal and upright his Conduct would 


Ruin of his narrow Fortune, thrown in Goal, deſerted by them in his 
Extremity, and died ſoon aſter. © a 


— 


When nine Ycars Accounts depending and unſettled (for any thing 


lege you ew readily compel a Compliance with, if ſcrupled) Sta- 

imitation, and ſuch like frightful Phantoms will ſoon diſap- 
pear; Committee Orders and Opinions unſupported by the Sanction of 
Council Orders, will prove rickety and lame Pedeſtals tor the Treaſurer's 


Items, which as they now ſtand make a ſtrutting Figure“; you may lay 
the Duſt raiſed by the Wheels of arbitrary Power, and make the Diſtinc- 
tion between thoſe who are Rulers: and Governors, and who are only 
Guardians and Truſtees, plainly to apper. p 5 
The Boaſt of the priſage Affair being no more the Object of the Coun- 
Eil's Attention will ceaſe to be bellowed out, and ſetting the Mayor, the 
Common-Council, nay, all the Burgeſſes at Defiance (immediately after 
the Order of Council for my Expulſion was read, and before I retired | 
from the Council-Chamber) was exultin too earl ; I did not expect 
that my Excluſion could be of that Weight and Moment, as to become 
Te: of Grace for any Man, and an Exemption from doing the Public 
uſtice. * FO TREATY 


It needs not to be any Matter of Surprize to you, that Vacancies in 


* 


It nothing is amiſs what occaſion for Uneaſineſs? Can it be ſo much 
as conceived, that a · Perſon unworthy of their Notice and Regard, can any 
ay contribute to make them ſoꝰ Something then there certainly is, Ho- 


l thuks 


(7 * 
hotr and Reputation muſt be brought to the Touchſtone; it is the Duty 
of Guardians, neither to plunder themſelves, nor on any Pretence what- 
ever to ſuſter others; for that would be playing a Game in which a K nave 
is allowed to be the beſt Trump, and then it would be difcovered after 
what Manner the Game has been played. 540 | 

Your PxoTtEsT againſt Meaſures which you have ſignified your Dif- 
approbation of, will be of Force and Efficacy to bring you out of that 
State of Thraldom under whieh you have long laboured; for if it is of 
no Weight or Effect, why are not the Public's Tenants by a due Courſe 


of Law, compelled to pay the Money which they acknowledge to be 
juſtly due and owing to the public Eſtate; I think I can give a Reaſon 


tor it, which perhaps the Town-Clerk's Caution or Modeſty as Things 
now ſtand prevents his chuſing to aſſign; which is, becauſe you, as well 
as why 4h} with ſome Gentlemen oft the Council, now know that with⸗ 
out a By- 

Burgeſſes, they cannot warrant compulſive Meaſures; and that the Mayor, 
Bailifts, and Burgefles, are the Conſtitution, and not the Mayor, Bailiffs, 


and Common-Council, it one Link is broke, the whole Chain of arbitrary 1 


Power is fet aſide and rendered: uſeleſs. 5 


I know a Gentleman, whoſe Prudence, Foreſight, and Caution, you 


are no Strangers to, and who is a Member of the Common=-council, has 
called in a Thouſand Pounds he has at Intereſt, and that another Gentle. 


the Preference to an Aſſigument of the Bon 
have it cancelled, and ke the common Seal as a freſh Security for the 
Money; nor is it to be wondered at, aſter the 'Town-clerk publ 

the Council-affembly, objected to the Accounts of the Corporation (after 


aw made conſtitutionally, that is, : by the Mayor, Bailiffs, and | 


icly in 


man of the Body has agreed to pay it; as this has been done ſince the 
Date of the Proteſt, I am humbly of Opin, the Gentlemen will give 


over to him, rather than 


dit, as it would then be unknown how much the Corporation Eſtate is in 


Debt; ſtrong Reaſoning I own, and truly worthy of ſo high a Genius. 


he could ſcarcely have framed Words more effectually to injure that - 


Credit he ſeems ſo very tender of; but I dare ſay, he could have aſſigned a 


much ftronger Reaſon for not having the Accounts made public, as he 
had no Reaſon to think otherwiſe, than that a Number of Items in his Ac 


count would not paſs Muſter under the Scrutiny of the Burgeſſes fo | 


readily 


| wet tray ers 
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being ſettled) to be made public, leaſt doing ſo ſhould affect public Cre- | 
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ꝓloy ed to do the Corporation's Buſineſs are diſcharged in a reaſonable and 
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teadily as under a Committee of the Council only; I can eaſily title « 1 
Nuinber ot his Articles, tho“ I cannot tack the Sums to them which they 
wil! amount to. The Town=clerk's Caution, whereby to prevent public 
Credit being injured, leads me to conſider, whether every other neceſſary 
Step is taken tor that Purpoſe > Whether the Debts owing to Perſons em- 


lair Time? Even Tavern Scores. for Quarter Seſſions Entertainments, and 
other ſcheming Interviews for more private Buſineſs are become long ont- 
ſtanding Debts; but when fuch Sums of Money, as I have already made 
mention of, and others, which, when the 'Town-clerk brings his Manda- 
mus tor me to diſcover (and which I am ready to pay Obedience to with. 
out applying tor tarther Time) make a proper Appearance, that is on the 
Debit tide of the Treaſurer's Caſh-book, it is my Opinion, there will be 
no want of Money to pay oft juſt Debts, and thereby relieve many Fami- 
hes, who make their cautious Complaints of the Dittrefles which for want 
Ot it they labour under, and thereby revive public Credit without going 
to the Intereſt-market, and thereby encreaſe the Debt. I have known the 
TI when Perſons were ſo eagerly deſirous to have Corporation Secu- 
rity for their Money, that the Gentlemen of the Council have been ready 
© quarrel, whoſe more particular Friend was to have the Preterence. 

I have known the Time, when Money intended to be called in, and 
Perſons who accidentally heard it, have paid it off, and taken ſuch Per- 
Jon's Bond up as a Security for having their Money lodged in the 


* t 
i 
4 
8 
£ 
py bat 
4 
1 
4 
[ 
A 
4 
4 
E 
» 
I 


Taere are Gentlemen of the Council, who (ir they like the Security) 
have Money to diſpoſe of. | | 5 
MWM hether the Proteſt does, or does not clog the Wheels of Deſire, te 
have the common Seal as a Security, I do not fay ; but in my own Imagi- 
nation I cannot aſſign a ſtronger Reaſon and what old Mr. G:/dart has 
often faid in Council, may be now more publicly known, that as Matters 
were managed the Council would ſoon be neceſſitated to take up Money 
to pay the growing Intereſt : This is a hard Saying I acknowledge, and 
would not have come from me, but that I think I mention the Authority | 
of one, who may be very much depended upon, being well known t- 
have cloſe Connections with the publics Eftate, and conſequently a good 
Judge how Affairs really ftand. 5 „ © 

| ou | 


(9) 
= You know, Gentlemen, that the late Mayor appointed a ſelect Com- 
mittee of the Gentlemen ot the Council to meet a like Number of Gentle- 
men not of the Body to hold Conferences relating to the Conſtitution of 
Y this Corporation; a Report of what were the Subjects, with the Reaſons 
ings. upon them was drawn up, ſubſcribed by the Gentlemen deputed by 
the Burgeſſes, and afterwards publiſhed ; whereby it appears the Gentle. 
men's Arguments in Favour of the Council's Meaſures were clearly cons 
tuted, and not a Syllable has been mentioned in ContradiEtion to their Re- 
„port. However the Meaſures not capable of being detended by Reaſon 
and Argument have not been altered; but your hum-drum 'Town-clerk 
in order to maul me, has by the Depth of his Penetration hit upon a 
Scheme, which he made not the leaſt Doubt would anſwer his Delire 
and Expectation ; he draws up (or rather got Help to do it) a Caſe of 
ſome Sort, which (like his Father's Letter to his Friend, adviling atter 
what Manner the Burgeſſes were to be cheated out of the priſage * 
nue) was to be kept a great Secret. 5 
The Day before the Council were to meet, and at Which Meeting the 
great Feat ot voting me from being a Member was to be performed, he 
went to Alderman Trafford to furniſh him with Materials, out of which to 
frame a Speech, to be delivered previous to the pronouncing what was to 
be my Fate; and he ſaid more to ſpirit up the Gentlemen of the Council 
to vote my Exclulion, than I ever knew him ſay to ſerve the Intereſt of 
the Corporation. pa | | | 
| However, I lay no particular Blame to his Charge; for tho? he repre- 
ſented me as a Diſturber of their Meaſures, and not at all likely to ceaſe 
doing ſo, (in which he judged right, until I ſaw an Alteration in the 
Purſuit of them) yet he might have a farther Reaſon tor recommending my 
Expulſion, as conſidering he was paying oft an old Debt; tor it I re- 
member right, he was the leading Gentleman in handing his Petition to 
the Council tor about forty Yards of the Ground about the old graving 
Dock; upon which the remaining Part was by ſeveral immediately applied 
for, and the laſt Petitioner had only a conditional Promiſe, which was in 
Conſideration that it would hold out in Meaſurement ; but betore any Thing 
farther was done-about-it I became the humble Petitioner for the whole 
Plot with Succeſs; upon my Motion, that it might be planned out and 
fold in Lots by Auction, thinking by that Method it would bring more 
| be | Be © Money 
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or as they are your common Rights I am endeayouring to ſupport, ſo it is 


Term ended) Counſel moved the Court for farther Time, alledging it 


A 


(20) 


Money to the Corporation Eſtate, than by being fold to the Gentlemen 
of the Council only: For, as Alderman Steers Fad before that obtained 


a Grant for as many Vards as could be conveniently ſpared at forty Shil. 


lings per Yard, I was of Opinion the Gentlemen would not make one 
another harder Bargains than they had made to the Alderman ; and ac. 
cording to that Eſtimate the whole remaining Part would not have fetch. 
ed eight hundred Pounds; but by felling it at public Cant the Value of 


it amounted to Three thouſand two hundred torty-fix Pounds ten Shi. 


lings, reſerving s cuſtomary Ground Rent of twelve Pence per Yard 
yearly to the Corporation; howeyer the Gentlemen of the Council have 
no Reaſon to conſider themſelves Debtors to the Alderman, for they 
have obliged him with Favours of one Kind or other, which may be con- 
ſidered as ample Pay for a whole dozen of Speeches, . | 
After my Expultion from the Council, I ſent a Proteſt againſt what I 
apprehended to be an illegal Proceeding to the Deputy-Mayor, which ! 
have heard was read in the Council Afﬀembly ; and upon the 18th of 
April, (a tew Days after the Beginning of Term) I ſent up an Affidavit 
to be laid before the Court of King's Bench, ſignifying the ſole Reaſon 
given by the Common-council for my Excluſion, with the Copy of their 
Order annexed to it; a Writ of Mandamus was moved tor upon it, and 
readily obtained, agreeably to the Opinions ot two eminent Counſellors, 
hc had the Caſe laid before them previous to an Application to the 
Ourt. 8 | | 
The Writ came down upon the 28th of April, and the Deputy-Mayor 
was ſerved with it the ſame Day, ard the Town-clerk with a Copy ot it; 
'by it there was Time given to the 26th of May to make the Return; but 
no Return being made, a Rule was obtained, giving them tarther Time 
to the third of Juze, and upon the Motion of Counſel farther Time until 
the 13th Day of the ſame Month; upon the 14th (the Day on which the 


could not be ready, it being long and ſpecial, therefore could not he 
prepared, fo the Court has given to the firſt Day of next 'Term, which 
will be upon the 6th of November to make the Return W 2 


L am thus Particular in mentioning Proceedings, that in the firſt Place 
you'may be affured no Step has been negle&ed on my Part to be taken; 
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neceflaty you ſhould not be Strangers to the Meaſures f have hitherto pur- 


ſued; and, in the next Place, you will be more eaſily enabled to form an 


Idea of your Adverſary's Proceedings; I call the Town-elerk your Adver« 
ſary, not mine (only for your Sakes) for the Night he ſerved me with 
the Order for my Expullion from the Council in Form, it was with ta 
much Reluctance and Concern he paid me ſo difagreeable a Viſit, that he 
largely apologized tor it, and it I had not prefled him to be eafy, and a- 
baute his Concern, who knows what might have been the unhappy Corſes 
quence, the grand Deceiver might have left him in the Lurch, and there- 
by brought on a fwooring Fit. bats r 
Therefore it is not me tor my own, but for your Sakes, (as beſbre 
hinted) that I am a arr, Block: in his Way; tor the ſame Evening 
he paid me very handſome Compliments, he affured me, that Ihad a 
better Knowledge of the Conſtitution of the 'Town than any other Mem- 
ber of the corporate Body; and that he was indebted to me tor the more 
extenfive Knowledge he had attained to himſel f, of thoſe Laws; he w 49 
fo indulgent to propoſe ſeme conditional Terms of Accommodiat on, 
which had I choſe. to comply with, I am ſtrong ly of Opinion I thuntd 
have had no Occaſion to apply to the Court of King's Bench. 
Now, if my Knowledge of the conſtitutional Laws of the Coipota- 
tion is what your 'Fown-clerk has been pleaſed to declare; then } thick 
I may fairly and juſtly draw this Concluſion; that a perverted Senfe a4 
Meaning of the Charter is not only aimed at but made a Handle of to 
worm you out of your juſt Rights 
The Writ is directed to the Mayor, Bailifts, and Common-counci!, i 
that the Return muſt be theirs ; yet there has not been a Council held, ei- 
ther on the firſt Wedneſday in the Month, or by Summons fince the 21ſt 
Day of April laft to this Date. - 
« 'Fhere are but two Points on which the Legality or Illegality of my 
Exc ſufion muſt depend before the Court, neither of which (I dare ſay the 
Town-clerk is by this Time ſatisfied) will bear an Argument, except in 
the fame Place where he firſt ſtarted his Law, and fathered it upon à 
Gentleman, who difowns his being the Parent of ſuch a baſe begotten 
Brat. | | 
Your Town-clerk's Law Talents (if you can be fo far miſtake: as to 
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Caſe and Opinion brought to the Teſt, which can be no promiling Sign 
of a good and reputable Cauſe: However, he thereby brings the Mayor 
and Council into a Situation, which I believe they will have no Reaſon 


to thank him for unleſs they deſire to appear publicly Enemies to the Bur- 


geſſes. 


The Town-clerk fiading that a Return made to the Writ of Manda- 


mus will not reach his Wiſhes ; there muſt be Application made for far- 


ther Time; from the 28th of Apri/ to the 14th of June, was not Scope 
enough to confider, whether the ſole Reaſon aſſigned tor excluding me 
from a Seat in Council was or was not to be juſtified. 


Is this a proper Manner of doing Juſtice, and ſhewing a Defire o 


make it the Rule of Conduct? No; it is a poor evaſive Way cf having it 
delayed, and ſuffering the Concerns of the Town to ſtagnate, whereby 
the Burgeſſes are en in many Reſpects. 1 
After your hearing a Gentleman addrefling the Merchants, principal 
Tradeſmen, and Freemen of Liverpool, with Aſſurance, that if they thoug ht 
bim a proper Perſon to fill the Seat of chief Magiſtrate, he would teſtiſy the 
Senſe of the great Honour and Confidence they might repoſe in him by adminiſ- 
tering impartial Juſtice, ſupporting the Rights ana Privileges of the Bur- 
gelſes, and maintaining good Order on all Occaſions, aud thereby acknowledag- 
ing a due Remembrance of the Confidence repeſet in him, whereby to be imitled 
to their Favour and Regard. And alter theſe Aſſurances given, a Subſcrip- 
tion entered into by a conſiderable Number of the principal Merchants, 
(with the Town-clerk among them, ) to the Amount of Three thouſaud 
Pounds to bribe the Burgeſſes into the Enjoyment of this R 
State, (a Happineſs they have been long Strangers to) it leſs powerlul 
Motives mould fail to ſupport the Invitation; What leſs cculd you ratio- 
nally expect from ſuch Aſſurances, than that arbitrary Power would 
be knocked down like an Ox, and the iniquitous Conſequences of it made 


a Sacrifice of like a fatted Calf? But, inſtead of this to he Witneſſes of 


this Gentleman (diveſted ot all perſonal Malice towards or Ccntempt 
of me,) 1 am bold to ſay ſo, becauſe I have his Word and Honour to rely 
upon; by ſome Means or other induced to bring me before the Ccuncil 
Without the leaſt previous Notice or Intimation ; not to receive a Charge, 
ſthe Right of the moſt atrocious Criminal, ) but to hear a Declamation ſuc= 
ceeded by an Order, which thereby immediately deprived me of my Free- 
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hold, with the Immunities dependent upon it: This Step I preſume ac- 
cording to the Town-clerk's Law, may not be improperly termed 4 
Welth Fjefmeant. | 

This Conduct and Behaviour is nothing leſs than "ng up an Inquiſition 
in the Common=council, tor judging and condemning a Perſon in Contra- 
di ion to Law, Realon, and good Conſcience, for the Sake of enabling 


| them to pe rſiſt in Practices, which they know to be illegal, and which they 


have not attempted to-juſitify.z and which the ſolemn Oath, which they 
take at their being admitted Members, they likewiſe know exprefly for- 


bids ; permiting the 'Town-clerk to be the grand Inquiſitor, and thereby 


e es a Cuſtom in Spain and Portugal as a Pattern for their own 
mitation. 7 r 5 | 

This, Gentlemen, is the Way after which I have been treated, and the 
Worthiptul the Mayor, as preſiding over your public Concerns, made 
the principal Actor. | | . 6 

In my Cafe, no one can be juſtly deemed a Criminal, and have Sen- 
tence (the Conlequence of Guilt) paſſed upon him, but at that Bar, 
before which I am neceſſitated to bring the worſhipſul the Mayor of 
Li vero; However, notwithſtanding this Treatment, I conſider the 
Gentleman, fo tree from a malevolent Diſpoſition himſelf, as not to ſuſ- 
pect it in others, eſpecially where his Authority as a Magiſtrate, ſhould 
juſtly command a Rettraint ; far from pluming. himſelf upon his Know- 
ledge of the conſtitutional Laws of the Corporation, and theretore too 
modeſt to depend upon the Rectitude of his own Ru to determine 
in Points relating to them; but placing a miſtaktn Confidence in the 
Opinton and Judgment of the 'Town-Clerk ; which, to him as a publick 
Magiſtrate, and the immediate Repreſentative of his Majeſty in this 
popuicus Corporation, ſhould not only be ſincere, but accompanied with 


found Knowledge (which ought to be purchaſed, rather than wanted) 


to prevent any Slur being put upon one inveſted with ſo public a Cha- 


racter and Truſt as the Mayor of Liverpool; but inſtead of behaving after 


ſuch a Manner, and paying Obedience to a Writ of Mandamus (occa- 
honed being brought by his Folly and Ignorance) and thereby bring- 
ing the Cauſe to a public Hearing (which in Juſtice to the Mayor and 
Council, as well as to myſelf, he might, and ought to have done) he 
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185 (14) 
mus ſtudtoufly riſqued the Indulgence of the Court to prevent ; whereb 
to occafion all the Expence he can y load the Cube with. 7 
I baye_ given you a juſt and faithful Account of the Steps I have taken 
in this Aﬀair, according to the beſt of my Judgment, accompanied with 
| good Advice, 'That you may be affured I have not delayed a Day, 


whereby to ſtraiten the Defetidants in Point of Time (as both the Wor: 
ſhipful the Mayor and his Deputy muſt allow) and as Delay of Juſtice jh 
! Implics a Deſire it ſhould not be come at, I leave it to your Confideration, C 


» whether you have a Town-Clerk worthy of ſuch a Title. th 
| _Wherethe Expence will fall, I do not pretend to fiy ; but this I am he 
dold to affert, not upon your public Eftate, unleſs by your own Per- fu 
miſſion; (though I am informed the Mayor is perſuaded to believe it will T 
reit e the Town-Clerk has not one Cloak in his whole W ardrobe ar 
that will fit it; perhaps he may find one among the Dock-Garments, that W m 
Mardrobe, I acknowledge, has afforded ſome Jackets which the Com- th 
miſhoners will mifs, when they examine Accounts. What I have re- pr 
| ferred to is not the only Slight which has been put upon the Mayor, re- it 
|| - fpeQing both the Duty and Dignity of the Office, which a faithful and C 
| hHoneft Town-Clerk ſhould be far from either permitting or conniving at, W th 
much leſs be guilty of himſelf. de Pi 
[| His Predeceſſor abhorr'd the Thought of executing a Truſt in that de 
'! Station, whereby the Repuation of a Magiſtrate confiding in him, might 10 
| be in the leaſt injured or leſſened; and as he is well remembered by man ct 
| in Town, I do not hefitate to metition his Character as Town-Clerk at 
N of Liverpool. | : EN FR. F M 
Uh Mr. Ralph Peters, notwithſtanding that Parties in Town were very pr 
warm, during a conſiderable Part of the Time in which he enjoyed that W 
ruſt, though he had his Attachments as well as others, yet he was al- þ; 


ways true and fteady to the Mayor! as he was a Man of found Judg- 
ment, fo his Advice to him was always found and feafonable ; he knew 
his Duty and executed it faithfully ; the * ap of the Mayor's Office 
was not expoſed to Contempt, either through. Ignorance-or Defign ; it a 
Mayor did not i the Seat of chief Magiſtrate it was his own Fault. He 
had 2 ftern Countenance, and a ſharp Way cf reproving thoſe who ſtood 
deſerving of-it; but tender and compathonate to Objects in Diftrefs: He 
Nas ſo far irom pocketing the Property of others, that there way 525 
| | 7 TTT. | | Rot 5 | raiding 
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mittee-Appointments tor meeting been made for that Purpoſe? Has noꝶ 


( 15) 


braiding or avgfing Terlons for asking for what they had a Right to; 


He was a ſincere Friend and a judicious Attorney ; drawing up ſcanda- 


jous and baſe Caſes, not fit to bear the open Light, but intended to an- 


{wer equally baſe Purpoſes, was a Practice he was quite a Stranger to, 
This pave tha he is truly deſerving of, and worthy th | 
gucceſſor; but what have you? a Family-Piece, whoſe Conduct and 


Behaviour, as far as I have repreſented it, reproaches the Place and Sta- 


tion he poſſeſſes, as well as the Prudence and Reputations of thoſe who 
mew him Countenance. Has Mr. Janzs Barton (who was one of the 


Church- Wardens in 7499. bY his Care and Diligence in the Diſcharge of 
cov 


that Truſt, come at the ery of ſeveral charitable Donations, which 
he has raked out of the Aſhes of either deſigned Negligence, or Forget» 
fulneſs ? Has he not, by indefatigable Diligence, kept his Eyes and 
Thoughts Upon them, by time alter time remonſtrating, both at Veſtry 
and other Meetings, to have his Report examined into? Have not Com, 


the Town-Clerk, as Clerk to the Veſtry, been ordered, and has he not 

omiſed to attend? but inſtead of doing fo, has he not either neglected 
It, or clogged the Wheels of Diſpatch by Premiſes to examine into the 
Council-Books, without paying further Regard to them? Did not, by 
the late Mrs. Varbricł's Death, 8 Houle, (as juſtly ſuppoſed) become the 
Property of the Poor? and though a Perſon did, by forcible or clan» 
deftine Management (a bad Sign of a good Title) take Poſſeſſion, and 
tor doing which, the Town-Clerk'was ordered to commence a Proſe- 
cation ; yet, has not this been either neg lected, or ſo unwillingly gone 
about, that nine or ten Years are expired, and nothing decided > Did not 


Mr. Barton, not longer ſince than the laft Eaſter Veſtry, at their Deſire, 


put his Report into his poſſeſfſion (by which it appeared there was up- 
wards of Six Hundred Pounds due from the Corporation to the Poor) 
had they not his Promiſe to lay the ſame before the Council? Has it not 
been ſo neglected and diſregarded that fome Gentlemen of the Council 
have promiſed to take care of it, ſo that the Council's Determination 
about it ſhall be known? Is this Money which will appear to belong to 
the Poor, deſigned (after diſcovered) to be kept from them? No; I be- 
lieve not; but if Miſtakes diſcovered of fo long ftanding, will not be 
thought vn worthy of the Notice and Regard ot the Council ; then ſurely 
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"known Plunder committed of a much later Date, ſhould not be 
thought unworthy of their Notice, however it may, lare with the Dif. 
coverer of it. | 


I am very much miſtaken if the 'Town-Clerk can make it appeat, that 


Orders of Committees, and Orders of Council are not different Ap. 


priprngaty, not of equal Power and Validity; I always conſidered Select 
ommittees accountable to the General Body; and that Body only to 
give Sanction to Payments, after Reports made to it. As the Senſe and 
N of Committees in the great Senate of the Nation, are not AQs 

Parliament, ſo neither are the Senſe and Opinions of Committees Ads 
of Council. . 


. Whenever your public Accounts come to be ſettled, the Town-Clerk 


and Treaſurer will, I think, find it puzzling Work to make Council- 
Orders and Pay ments tally ; and I doubt not but it will as much ſurprize 


ſeveral Gentlemen of the Council, to find ſome Payments made, as it 
Can do you, who are no way concerned in the Direction of public Af. 
fairs. p 6b | oY ; id 

Are the Town's Affairs better regarded in other Reſpe&Qs? Pon't the 


Magiſtracy undergo the Cenſure ot the Public? Are not Huckſters and 


Foreſtallers in all Branches of Eatables, as diligentiy and conſtantly prey- 


ing upon the Inhabitants, as the Weevles and other Vermin are upon 


the long-hoarded Corn ? are not there great Stocks of decayed Grain of 
ſeveral Species known to be in Town, and by the woetul Experience of 


the Poor, known to be ground down into Flour and every Day fold? 
Have nat ſome Millers and Mealmen arrived to that Pitch of open Wick- 


edneſs, as to be publickly Purchaſers of that Sort of Stuff which Hogs 
will ſoon nauſeate ? Can Wheat bought by them, from Eighteen Pence 
to Half a Crown a Buſhel, publickly known to be rotten, be allowed to 
be made uſe of by Perſons known to be capable of Practices pernicious 
and hurtful to their fellow- Creatures, under the Connivance of Magi- 
ſtrates? By theſe Means the poor are ſeverely puniſhed both with exor- 


bitant Prices, and unwholeſome Neceſſaries. 


The Town-Clerk ſays, he underſtands the Charter if ſo, he muſt 
know that Charter- Magiſtrates are to be the Conſervators of the Commu- 


- nity's = aa in theſe Matters, of too great Importance to be any Way 


neglecte | 
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His allowing his Servant to inveſt himſelf with the Office of one of the 
Bailiffs, by billeting Soldiers, is making an Officer which the Charter 
does not know ; and his own ſecreting Things which ought to come be. 


fore the Council, is a Liberty which ought not to be aſſumed. Though 


theſe are Abuſes put upon the ny 1 which do not immed:ately 


affect the Community in general 
at the pruning Seaſon ; yet thoſe irregular Steps which jultly caule Re- 


fleftions to be caſt upon Magiſtrates, loudly call for Cenſure and Reſent- 


ment; for the Puplic are Sharers in the bad Conſequences ot ſuch Work. 

- T eall upon the Town-Clerk to make Tryal, it he pleaſes, whether 
Impudence can out-face Truth; let him publickly charge me with 2 
ſaid any thing of him which I cannot juſtify and make good, he tha 
have a ready Anſwer, no way evaſive, without my begging time to. 
give it in; he may reſt aſſured that by me he ſhall not be tritied with. 

I find, in an eminent Gentleman's Retainer-Book, an Entry made, 
which, to you, I think, muſt appear ſhocking ; as it explains the Town- 
Clerk's Intention, beyond the Power of Ditpute, or Evahon ; it is, The 
Mayor, Baitiffs and Common-Coruncil againſt the Burgeſſes. This muſt cer- 
tainly be a convincing Evidence what you are to expect from his Ma- 
nagement ; when you ſee thoſe who are your Guardians and Truſtees (or 
at leaſt ſhould be ſuch) by his Means ſetting themſel ves in Battle-Array, 
and inſtead of appearing Defenders ot your Rights, retaining Council, 
whereby to accompliſh the Deſtruction of them (and, I dare ſay, in- 
tended by M-ans of your own public Purfe) what is it that you can 
imagine ſuch a Perſon will ſtick at? Look back upon his Conduct tor ſe. 


veral Years paſt, and conſider whether you can point out any one Step 


whereby to bring about the Ruin and Deftruttion of your Rights as Free 


Burgeſſes, which he has not been concerned in taking; nay, ſo tar from 


you being enabled to do it, he is not able to point out one himſelf. While 
you Burgeſſes are humbly laying your Grievances betore the Cour ci), 
and reſpecttully imploring their Aid, Protection and Aſſiſtance, your Tow n- 
Clerk ts ſeeking means to eſtabliſh the Exerciſe of Arbitrary Power upon 
the Ruins of your Liber ties. | 

I remember when the Order of Council for my Expultion was wrote 


down and read, ſome Gentlemen ſaid, I ought to have a Charge given 
me in writing; this occaſioned the mention of a- Paragraph contained in 


one 
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one of my Papers, which was alledged to bo forbidding the Debtors to 
the Corporation to pay any Money to the Treaſurer; þut it happened to 
be-oply the Recital *s Faragraph contained in the Burgeſſes Proteſt, 
delivered to the Mayor, «ad afterwards read in Council; if there Was 
any falſe Doctrine contained in the Proteſt, any thing heterodox, which 
the conſtitutional Laws could not ſupport, why. has it not been taken 
under Conſideration, and the Fallacies, if an contained in it, laid apr 
and confuted ? It contained nothing either ſnarling or diſreſpe&Qtul ; but 
on the contrary, reſpected the momentous Concerns of the Corporation, 


| and will be found to be of Force and Efficacy to oblige and compel Arbi- 


trery Power to bow the Neck and ſubmit to the legal Exerciſe of conſti- 
tutional Appointments ; tor the Charter is either a Rule for Government, 


or no Rule; it a Rule, then it ought to be adhered to as ſuch ; but it 
| otherways, then a Commoa-council can have no Charter-Exiſtence ; it 


is only a Body of Braſs ſupported by Legs of Clay; but there is a Charter, 
which is a Bar to any Plea of a Preſcriptive Right, or other Manner of con- 
ducting the public Concerns of this Town, except what is agreeable ta 
.Charter-Law, and a Deviation from that Rule, as it is unconſti tutional, 
ſa it is illegal, arbitrary, and indefenfible. | 
Vour Proteſt is founded upon the Charter, which is too ſolid a Foun» 
dation to be ſapped and undermined by Orders of Council in contra» 
Wa Right, Uſage, Cuſtom, and Upright Con- 
duct, are become exploded Arguments, laid afide like uſeleſs Im- 
plements, or Tools uufit for Service; ſo that your Town-Clerk is now 
reduced to the ſcandalous Neceſſity of drawing up Caſes not fit to be feen 
How ſecure were ſome Perſons made to be, by depending upon his Law, 


Word and Honour, in their Cauſe againſt Mhitſell, but the laſt Year, 


and how he ſerved them they can witneſs; and Iwill venture to ſay, the 
prctent Cauſe. depending, will no more be brought to a Hearing than 

For my own Part, as I have hitherto, ſo I hope I ſhall always con- 
tiuue to declare my Sentiments relating to the Concerns of the Corpora- 
tion openly and freely, and I truſt (that as it was far from my Inten- 
tion) LI.have not deccived you in any one Point; nor have I wi d, to 
the beſt of my Knowledge, any one Member of the Council hm 
| kave charged with male Practices which I could not juitify ; nor 21 | 
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deen accuſed of having done ſo; I have been fur ſtom dealing in dark 


Hints and Ambiguities, the meaneſt Capacity has been able to compre- 
hend what I meant by what I have faid. | 

The Sum of 8 which I have declared to be due and owing to 
the public Eſtate of this Corporation, amounted to near Eight Hundred 
Ponpds, and I have faid, intended to be concealed from the Knowledge 
of the. Public, or applied to. their Uſe ; is a Sum, I think, aboye being 
thought too trifling to be enquired after by the Public's Truſtees z hows 
ever, it they can fatisfy themſelves in the Reflections of their own 
Minds, for declining to examine into that and other Accounts, it give? 
me no Uneafineſs that I have made the Diſcovery of them. I remember 
a Queſtion put to me in the Council-Afſembly by Mr. Scrope Colquirt 
Whether it could be ſuppoſed that Gentlemen accepting a public Truſt, 
as Members of the Comm n-council, wheteby they. devoted ſo much 
| © Time to tranfa& the Public's Concerns, without other Conſideration 
© than their Regard for the Intereſt of the Public, 'eould or would put a 


© Slur upon their own Honour and Reputation, by behaving incon- 


© filtently with Juſtice and- Integrity?“ For Want of a retentive 
Memory, I may vary ſome of the Words, but I do no Injuſtice to the 
true Senſe and Meaning of the Queſtion, and I remember Foreral other 
Gentlemen, expreſſed themſe1ves to the ſame Purpoſe, Now how far ſucke 
Cindutt and Behaviour as I bavemention'don other Occafions, as well as in 
this Publication, may appear. to you a. propet negative Reply, 1 leave 
to the impartial Conſideration of thoſe: who. pleaſe to give them- 
ſelves the Trouble of peruſing them, allowing at the ſame Time, that 


nothings has appeared to conkute.. what I have aſſerted; Suppoitiong, In 
e 


many Caſes, may appear to be a Le Proofs; they. riſe no 
higher; but Facts ſupported. by Demonſtration, are concluſive Arguinents 
riot to be baffled. _ e 12 

It, by Misfartunes of one K ind or other, I have impaired my worldly 
Circumſtances, it is a Calamity which has but too frequently happened 


to others.; but I am the firſt Perſon, that was ever excluded from being a | 


Member ot the Common-council. for a Misfortune of that Kind ; there- 


tore it alleviates my Concern, that though I have been exclaimed again 


tor ſeveral Years paſt, ny or expoſing: to the Public, what I thought 
to be wrong and unjuſtifiable 
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there has not a ſingle Champion appeared to attempt to conſute me, ex. 


cept by a little low Ribaldry Pop'd upon me; Is there nothing elſe to 
oppoſe my Reaſonings? Do not they thereby tacitly allow them to be 
out of the Power ot Contutation? Do they confide in Strength of Num. 
bers, and thereby decline to regard what I or any body think or ſay. 


Ik this is the Caſe, they are paying me a high Compliment, and the Im- 


partial will conſider them behaving with little Reputation to themſelves, 

While I remain convinced and fatisfied in my own Heart and Con. 
ſcience that your Cauſe is the Cauſe of Liberty, highly worthy. of your 
Care to ſupport and maintain, and while I cannot avoid adopting the Sen- 
timents of an Author of deſerved Eſteem, which ale, That Liberty is 
© Heaver's richeſt Gift to Man, that it inveſts him with a Power of think- 
© ing, ſpeaking and atting tor himſelf; the original Right of Nature, 
and the covenanted Right of a Briton, and whoever he be that barters 


- © it away for any Conſideration, makes a knaviſh or a toolith Bargain. 


I fay, while I adhere to theſe Sentiments, I hope nothing but your 


Deſertion of me, will cool my Abilities (weak as they are) to do you 


the beſt Service in my Power. 3 
The Importance of this Subject to the Community in general is too 
intereſting (however weakly fupported) to require any other Apology 
from me, than my Inability to conquer and overcome Prejudices which 
in ſome have long taken deep Root againſt me; however, being con- 
ſcious to myſelf that I am embarked in a juſt and truly gocd Caule, and 


which the Succeſs of will, I hope, bring about the Attainment of a va- 


laable E. d, it occaſions my being no way flagged or wearied in the Pur- 
ſuit of it, | | 


The Rebukes which I have too frequently met with (not from Ene- 
mies to the Cauſe alone, ſuch, I believe there are few, but from taint 
Friends) make no other Impreſhon upon me, than to add Life and Vi- 
gour to ſuch Meaſures as I ſhall judge conſiſtent with Duty and Prudence 
do purſue; for what Public Good can be expected from Determinations 


ot Cabals, while it is thought neceſſary to cheriſh and ſupport them, 


even in ſo ſmall a Community or Body as the Members ot the Common- 


council conſiſt of? while what are to be the Acts and Decrees of a Coun- 
eil (previous to being ratified and made ſuch in a Council-Aſſembly) are 
to be brought into Rehearſal before a ſelected fe; and the Doctrine ot 
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impreſſed upon the Minds of thoſe who are looked upon ſcarcely. in an 
other Light than as dead Votes in a; Council-Aflembly ; what oth 
Light can ſuch Proceedings be looked upon to appear in, than that ſuc 
Perlons thereby become Dupes and Tools to one another? and ſuppoſing 
that the ſecret Workings ol Diſapprobation harbour in the Breaſts ot tome, 
there they remain undiſeloſed, upon a wrong grounded Notion, that they 


ſhould only be a Minority, and conſequently unfucceſsful ; What can 


this be otherways thought of, than a tacit betraying Judgment in the 
Diſcharge of a public Truſt? and thereby rendering a ſingle Oppoſer 
but the more liable to be conſidered as a Perſon of a litigious Diſpolition, 
and conſequently to be looked upon with a till greater Degree of Con- 
tempt, as being an Enemy to that Peace which would otherwiſe. ſubſiſt, 
even untill the Jawleſs Exerciſe of arbitrary Power, became firmly ſeated 
and Vaſſallage fo effectually entailed upon you, as acither to be rooted 
out, nor ſo much as diſturbed. . 1 
This I take to have been my Situation, which, though it gave me Con- 
cern, yet, I preterred remaining in it to the purchaſing Harmony at the 
Expence of abandoning Reaſon, Judgment, and the Tranquility of, my 
own Mind ; for not oppoling I take to be nothing leſs than a tacit Conſent. 
It the Gentlemen have any Arguments to advance in Oppoſition, to- 
theſe my declared Sentiments, they will oblige me by imparting. them 
I thall acknowledge it a gratetul Return for the Pains I have taken, to 
turniſh them with all the Knowledge of the Laws of Government belong- 
ing to the Duty ot their Truſt as Guardians and Truſtees (I never ex- 
tended their Power further) that I am Maſter of; It I have any way 
overſtretched them in your Favour, I deſire they will let me know uit, 
for I have not deſignedly attempted any ſuch Matter. There is one thing 
which, on this Occaſion, I cannot well avoid the mention of, though it 
1 the Memory of a Gentleman which otherwiſe I with may reſt in 
met. 2 | be 8 
It is well known to many of you, that the late Mr. Salisbury had ſor 
many Years the Appointment, of Perſons to ſupply Vacancies in Council 
as ſuch happened, Recommendations to him were cautious Addreſſes Zand 
none were admitted until after ſuch Time as he was well aſſured their poli- 
tical Principles were according to his Syſtem, and thoroughly reduced to 
his Standard; and I know as well as ſome Gentlemen now of the Coun- 
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ei? do thetnſtlves, that they were kept in the Purgatory of Probation be. 
re they could be entered into his Maſter-Rolt t 4599 * 

By this Means he plumed himfelf anove, that by his Power and In. ws 
fluence the Jacobites and Tories in this ancient and loyal Corporation were Ge 
kept within the Bounds of proper Reftraint ; Obedience to his Will be. W ber 
ing the Standard of Loyalty, and a Revolt from it was falling from W .. 
Grace; and I can fay this for —— that I was never looked upon and La 
reckoned among the Number of the Reprobates, until he found I was aff 
endeavouring to give a Check to the Exerciſe of an inflaving Power. 


7 


4 
D 
— 


Ik T am not miſtaken this Sort of Work is attempted to be mimicked 
dy the Town-clerk; for fome late Caſes are larded with Hints of a dan. 
| gerousDegeneracy, if the Conncil's Meaſures ſhould be any Way fruftrat. 
| ed; andfrom my own Obſervation I believe it true, that ſome Perſons 
i who have been 1 to their own Reaſon and Judgment, as to 


ſhey me Countenance, lie under the Suſpicion of having ſucked in ſuch 


| Principles of Diſſoyalty, as may have a Tendency to break in upon and 8 
diiſturb the Peace and Tranquility of the Corporation at this Time; but 
the Truth is, the Miſt of Ignorance, and the Luſt of arbitrary Power, are Ge 
Fb diſpelled and weakened, that the Burgeſtes diſcern, and ccmtortably bo 
i} begin, to feel the Difference between Good and Evil, and that they do tic 
Po, I hope is not owing to being Partakers of any forbidden Fruit. 
I defire here to be conſidered as confining myſelf to, and 5 the * 
Concerns of this Corporation only ; becauſe conſidered as a Part of the 


national Community, his Majeſty has not a Spot in his whole Extent of th 
| Pertitory, where the Principles of religicus and civil Liberty are bet- 


ter or more generouſly cultivated an dmaintained, or Party Diſtin&ions i 
leis noticed'than in this Place; therefore pretended Suſpicions ſo much as is 


7 hiorcdat, reſpecting Loyalty, are both filly and wicked; they are like 
a masked battery, which can be no way dreadful while it is well known 5 
tere is no Ammunition to ſupply it, not only fo, but the Gunner diſ- 


miſt the Service. | N EE 4 
An lavaſion of your Charter Rights (which being a Breach of your ll 7 
FE Magna Charta) is the only Ground of Diſpute and Difference, and the h 


Steps which have been hitherto taken by you, are, I think convincirg b 
1 ' Ryidences, that you have imputed the Pur it and Practice of unconſtitu- 
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voy Meaſures, more to Ignorance than Deſign, but Igaorance is now 
away. aß | a, ln 
The Meaſures which ate now purſued with reſpett to the great 
important Concerns of the Nation, as they have ſtopped the Mouths 
Parties, ſo they have dried up the Pens of Party- ſcriblers; and if the 
Gentlemen of the Council will but lay aſide, what I hope I may call miſtas 
ken Prejudices, and forbear the Exerciſe of illegal Power, and thereby ſecure 
to themſelves much greater Reputation by conſidering the Charter as tha 
Law, and the Requirements ot it the Rule of Conduct, the mop bs 
aſſured I will lay down the Pen with Pleaſure; except to expreſs publicly 
your grateful Thanks, accompanied with your Regard tor them as a 
reſpectable Body; and your Delire and Readineſs to have ſuch By- laws 


-onſtituted for the well governing this angient, loyal, and populous Cores _ | 


poration, as will be 2 ny of the great Confidence you are ready 
place in them as your Conſtituents; and which may render the Duty 
their Truſt in the Execution of it, as eaſy, and agreeable, as the Nature 
kit will permit according to your beit Judgment and Power; this, 
Gentlemen, I take to be the Boundary of your Wiſhes. | 

The national Laws are wiſely calculated to fix Boundaries between 
Governors and governed, (with a juſt Proportion of Freedom limited to 
both) without which there would be nothing but Confuſion and Diſtrage 
tion among us. | | BOTS 

The Laws of this our incorporated Society are ſubordinate to them, ho- 
g founded upon their Baſis; therefore the more particular Immunities 
and Privileges which you have a Right to, and ought to enjoy, are nos. 
thing leſs than Regal Donations, too ſacred to be any way trampled 
o and abuſed; but the juſt Obſervation of them, the bounden Dut . T 
very individual Member of the Corporation; and for thole Gentlemen, 
who by Charter Appolntment are to be the Conſervators of them, not tq_ _ 
a ſuitable Regard to them as the Rule of Government; What is it 
els than deſpiting that Authority from which alone they derive Power, 
and ere tic Government upon its Ruins > How tar the 771 


of the Council's Sentiments may harmonize with mine, I cannot preteng, 
o ſay ; but my own, I have truly and ſincerely expreſſed, and which I 
hope I Mall always remain firm and unſhaken to, until I am convinged o 
Error by ſtronger Reaſons than I am now Matter of; then, if Court e 
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| 10 their voracious Jaws. What do thoſe Perſons do leſs, who after. they 
have declared their Love of Liberty, and after lamenting their own un- 


| intending you to throw off that juſt Regard, which is certainly due and 


624) 


does not take Place, your Deſertion of me will be but a juſt Puniſhment 
for my Obſtinacy ; but the Happineſs of our Conſtitution is ſuch, that a 
Departure from Reaſon and Judgment is Incenſe, which a Britiſb Subject 
has no Right to offer to Majeſty itlelt, View Liberty in its native Light 
it muſt appear amiable to you, and how much Enjoyment will exc 
Speculation, you may ſoon experience, if Venality and Fear do not gain 
2 Conqueſt over your Wiſhes. If Speculation affords a Degree of Plea. 
ſure, what is it in Compariſon of a laſting Fruition or Enjoyment 
bf it? Do you conteſs that Aliens and Strangers are now much more 
free than yourſelves in ſeveral Reſpects? Are the more particular Immu- 
nities and Privileges which by Charter you are inveſted with, (as Af. 
fairs are conducted, ) became a Burden to you? Then ceaſe for once be- 
ing too partial to yourſelves, lay your Hands upon your Hearts, and 
duly conſider, how much you contribute to your own Sufferings, how 
much you conſent to make your own Reaſon, Judgment, and Conſci- 
ences (bfervient to, and the Property of others, Where Obligations are 
no way adequate to What you part with. r 

1s F/au recorded in ſacred Hiſtory as an Object of Reproach for part- 
ing with his Birth-right for a Meſs of Pottage? but do not you make 
yourſelves harder Bargains, and thereby'contribute to entail the Conſe- 
quence of doing ſo upon Poſterity? Trade and Buſineſs have their diffe- 
rent Connections, by which the Welfare of Societies is maintained and 
ſupported, and as in all Societies, there are different Ranks, a greater or 
lefler Degree of Reſpect is certainly due from the higheſt Perſonage 
down to the meaneſt Plebeian. - CGE SITS FEOF OS: 

What leads me to make this Remark is the miſtaken Notions of many 
Perſons, eſpecially of the middle and lower Claſs, or Rank ; who, like 
ſome Birds, are fo captivated by the piercing Eyes of a Species of Ser- 
pents, that they are reſiſtleſs of Power to eſcape falling a mournful Prey 


happy Situations ariſing from their Fears, make an unwilling Sacrifice of 
their Reaſon and Conſciences to avoid falling Victims to the Reſentment 
ot thoſe, whoſe Conduct declares them the Patrons of Vaſſalage? 

I would not by what I have now mentioned, defire'to'be conſidered as 


owing 
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wing to Superiority ; but at the ſame Time to conſider yourſelves hap« 
ily reſiding in a Land of Liberty, where neither a Superiority of Bitth 
vr Fortune gives ſuch Superiority to the Poſſeſſors of them, as to con- 
roul your Reaſon and Judgment, wherein your Compliance denomi- 
nates you merely the Vaſſals ot arbitrary Power. | p 


pplying to you, and expect a valuable Conſideration for their Money; 


ares or Labour they purchaſe from you, they deſert and deſpiſe you, 
hich is a juſt Reſentment for your perfidious Way of ſerving them. 
Particular Friendſhips give a Right to Preference, but when theſe 
Tiendſhips are to be, not only purchaſed by Wares or Labour, but Rea. 
on and Conſcience upon particular Occaſions thrown into the Bargain; 
ou thereby entail upon yourſel ves Uneaſineſs in the Reflection of your 
den Minds, you become the Betrayers of your own Liberties, and bring 


pom yourſelves Puniſhments, which by ſuch Conduct you become princi- 


ally the Procurers of. 


It you will but make the Compariſon between former and preſent Times, 
in doing which you need not go many Years back) conſider and com- 
pare them together, and you can be at no Loſs to find out the principal 


auſes of the great Hardſhips you now labour under, and 1 likewiſe hope 


n eaſy Method to get extricated from them.  - | | 
Not longer ſince than 1749, the Fines for Freedom voted that Lear a- 
ounted to more than Six hundred Pounds. But in nine Years, or near 
t ſince that Time put together, I believe it may be found there has not 
den near that Sum. Mr. Fazakerhy's Caſe came then to be + ag. known 1 
urſt not 


t was then diſcovered, that the Common-council's By-laws 


ake their Appearance in a Court of Juſtice ; however the Town-clerk 
as ordered to have another Opinion, whether the Council had or had: 
not Power to make By-laws, the Opinion was clear they had not; but it 
as ſeereted from being made known to the Council, only partially 
ommunicated ; for, in 1751, a Petition to his Majeſty was ſecretly. | 
drawn, ſent up, and ſollicited by the 'Town-clerk, in order to obtain a 


This i 


harter- power to make By-laws by the Council only. 
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The Perſons who make purchaſes of Goods you traffic in, or who em- 
ploy you in labouring Work, have their Intereſt or Pleaſure in view by 


they find you tranſgreſſing the Bounds of Honeſty, reſpecting either tue 
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3: gard for him, was placed at the Head of a public Truſt, (no leſs ho- 


mould be ptoftituted to give Weight to ſo deſtructive an Attempt, 


many low and mean Tricks he has done under their Connivance anc 


_newsof War in this Caſe) whereby to ſupport arbitrary Power. 


their own illegal Property, whereby they, have brought your public 
._ Concerns greatly too much under their own Direction and Manage- 
< ment. a 2 h 


him to be one of your Repreſentatives in Parliament; who, by way of 
a grateful Return tor that Favour, had the Honour is 1736, to be con- 
+ - cerned in cheating you out ot the Prizage Revenue, and clandeftinely 


Want it. 3 5 | | 
One Son, (by the Power and Influence in the Place and Station which 
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M (:26 ) | | | 
This Scheme being defeated, and the ini nitdus Deſign of it diſco. 
yered; it was but reaſonable to expect, that thoſe. Gentlemen, wh, 
were inadvertently brought in to eonſent, that the common Sea 


would reſent their beirig thus treated; but, inſtead of that, a liking c 
the Exerciſe of arbitrary Power, whereby to keep you under a ſlaviſ 
Subjection, has given Countenanee to your Town=cletk's playing th: 


Protection; whereby you fee the Council have ſet all your humble anc 
reſpectſul Remonſtrarces at nought, and retained Counſel; (the Si. 


The Charter-laws, tho* they are now 1o well known, are ſo far from 
being the Barrier of your Liberties, that they openly ſet them at Defi- 
ance, by conducting Meaſures in known Oppolition to them. | 

The Favours which one Family have received from the Town in 
general, inſtead of being gratefully acknowledged, have ſerved to invef 
them with a Power "34 prejudicial to your common Intereſt, having 
apparently made Uſe of it to render your Rights and Privileges, (wi 
the Aſſiſtanee of Family, and other ConneRtions,) in a great Meaſure 
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The Head of the Clan was in 1734, honovred with your Choice of 


applying it's Income to the Payment of ſome private Debts, which durſt 
not be brought to make their public Appearance ; after that to the Uſe of 
the Council, to be a good Retuge on any Occaſion as they might 
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our Suftrage placed him) to be your Towneclerk ; aad another the Re- 
ceiver General ot the Land and \Window Taxes; and who by your Re- 


ga =. way 


nourable and important than being your Mayor in 1751,) in which Year 
it was clangeftinely attempted (as before obſerv ed) to have the Power 
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ol making By-laws veſted in the Common- council only, with the pri 
vate Aid and Aſſiſtance of the other Son the Town-clerk, whoſe Conduct 
and Behaviour has been of a Piece, in proſtituting- the Truſt and Con- 


dence placed in him to Purpoſes deſtructive of your Charter Rights; 


place and conlider him as Clerk to the Docks, as Clerk to the Pariſh» 
veſtry, or Town's-clerk, view him in what Light or Pofition you think ] 


proper, he is like a Manx Penny, one Leg and Foot like another. 
y What I have ſaid, I do not conſider myſelf as ſtriking any thing 
out which 1s either new or can be Matter of Surprize to you, for you are 


my Cloud ot Witneſſes to vouch for the Truth of what J affert, and as 


ſuch, it what I have only reminded you of, impeaches the Reputations 
ot thoſe I have reterred ro, they only are the Cauſes of it; tor while 


Truth maintains its own Prerogative, (which I hope will always be the 


ve. 


Caſe,) I conſider myſelf under the Canopy of its Protection. 

It any thing I have faid of the Towneclerk (in a more particular 
ner) impeaches or ſtrikes at ſome Sort of Honour, which I remem 
once ſpoke ot, and charged me with in the Council-afſembly, and which 
he theu declared he ſet a high Value upon, (but what it was I never 


heard, nor have I Penetration enough to imagine,) I hereby invite him 


to let me know it, by falſify ing any one Thing I have faid, but not in a 
ſcrubby evahve Way, nor by his accuſtomed Billingſgate Appellations ; 


| thofe being neither Points ot Law, Equity, nor good Manners, becomin 


the Place and Station of a 'Town-clerk of Liverpool. Truth makes its be 
Appearance in its naked Drefs, allow the Term, for tho? I have heard 


honourable mention made of naked Truth, yet I have likewiſe heard of it 


being decorated and adorned both in arg and plain Dreſs, the latter 
Ornament I have made Choice of, and if the Town-clerk likes the 


ance. ' 


I have, in what I now offer to your Perufal, paid a ſtrict Regard to 
Truth, reſpecting every thing I have aſſerted; and it there is any thing 
in it which impeaches the Reputations of People undeſervedly, you 


Fathion, I ſhall be glad from him it may make the like Appear- 


may, and have a Right to expect a Contradiction as public as I have 


made the Charge; otherwiſe Silence will ſet the Seal ot Truth to every 


thing I have afferted, and make it appear the Cauſe of ſuch Afertions 


ariſes from themſelves. Power ey {tered up and ſupported by ſuch Prac- 


„ 


_ —— 


1 


( | 
tlees, is far beneath the Dignity of Honour and Reputation to gli, 
countenance to, or what the Law can be pleaded to juſtity. ' 

- Your Recorder will be in Town in a few Days, to attend the Mayor' 
Court, and be aſſiſting to his Wotſhip in ſuch Buſineſs relating to th: 
Law as will then come before him; and, as I preſume that Gentlema 
will not confider his Opinion of Matters relating to the Concerns of thi, 
Corporation in general, the Property of the Common-council pak it is 


not to be doubted, but that he will oblige the Burgeſſes with his Opinic: 
relating to what concerns their Rights, upon Application to him, 
Though you may think L have treated the Subject I have been ./ 
with Plainneſs and great Freedom, I have been in no Hurry or Patfio: 
about it; and I defire to aſſure the 'Town-Clerk, I have yet Stock in re. 


ferve for him; but I expect he will, ere long, make his Appearance in 


Coat of his own ſhapiog, and that you will allow, it fits him compleatly 


I am, | 


| GENTLEMEN, 
LIVERPOOL, | | 
July 13, 2750 


ur very hamble Servant, 


Josz YH CLEGG, 
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N Friday the 14th Inſtant, I was diſcharged from being one of 
the Commiſſioners for the Docks, by the Council ; which was no 
more than what I expected, having expreſſed to the Treaſurer my Dif. 
approbation of ſome Tranſactions relating to thoſe Concerns ; and the 
Commiſſioners whenever they appoint and have a Meeting to examine 
into them, will, I dare ſay, be far from approving of; it it be for the gene- 
ral Intereſt of Trade to have the heavy Load of Debt eas'd which the 
Docks lie under; it certainly is beth the Duty and Prudence of the Com- 


' miſſioners to have a further Inſpection into the Dock-Accounts than juſt 


ſeeing whether the Account current for the Year ſtands rightly ballanced 
upon Midſummer-Day. The Mayor, Aldermen and Common-Council, 
by the ſeveral Acts of Parliament are Truſtees, and their Conduct as ſuch, 
liable to the Inſpection of the Commiſſioners; and more than that, if they 
ſee Occaſion for it. I know this is not agreeable to the 'Town-Clerk's 
Law ; but the Afts of Parliament will be a better Guide to Knowledge than 
his Head-piece ; beſides, the Common-council, as ſuch, know little, 
if any thing, how thoſe Affairs are ordered, as they are left to the 
Direction and Management of a ſelected Few, | 


9 
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Their PR OT ES I. 


Worſhipful Richard Hughes Eſq; Maron, or his Deputy z 


Hdermen, Bailiffs, and Gentlemen of the Common Council, 


Borough and Corporation of LIVERPOOL. 


T H E Lee. H 


1 


OF THE 


HEREAS there have been ſeveral ReMonsTRANncEs preſented to, and 
laid before you in Council aſſembled, complaining of the Hardſhips and 
Grievances of various kinds which we, with our Fellow Burgeſſes, labour 
under, and praying Redreſs ; but our ſaid ReMonsTRANCEs have not been 
ſo attended to as to give us ground of Hope that you would take our Caſe 


under your Conſideration, or afford us any Relief: And whereas it is now known to us, That 
ſeveral Sums of Money, which we conſider as being the Property of the Public, have been 


applied ſecret 
| —_ . Ar Hurrercd 


7, to Purpoſes greatly detrimental to our Intereſt, and particularly the Sum of 
and Ninety-eight Pounds Nine Shillings, which Mr. Vm. Pole, the Corpora- 


rp 
tion Treaſurer, received from the late Tho. Saluſbury Eſquire by his Agent, and for which he 
gave a Receipt for the Uſe of the Corporation, has been ſince repaid to the ſaid Tho. Saluſbury 
© Eſquire ; which we look upon to be an illegal, arbitrary, and unjuſtifiable Step, tending great- 


: 


Security 


ly to diminiſh the Public Revenue of this Corporation 


ther Tranſactions in Council, greatly detrimental to the public Intereſt and Advantage of 
the Corporation: | 


: And whereas we are informed of o- 


Wr therefore, in our own Names as Members of the UNION SOCIET Y, as well 


as in the Names of many others of our Fellow Burgeſſes intereſted in the Public Eſtate of this 
Corporation, do hereby enter our ProTEsT againſt the ſaid Sum of Four Hundred Ninety-eight 
Pounds nine Shillings being ſo repaid to the late Thomas Saluſbury Eſquire by the ſaid Mr. 
| William Pole, on a Pretence of it's only being lodged in his Hands as a Depoſit, by Way of 


that the ſaid Thomas Saluſbury Eſquire ſhould meet with no Oppoſition at the then 
approaching Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament, for this Borough and Corporation; 
| which we look upon as being a flagrant Inſtance of deceivin 

of the Public's Money at the ſame time. 


WE PRroTEsT againſt the future Admiſſion of any 
any Vacancy or Vacancies in the Common Council, otherways than by and with the Approba- 


| 75 e 
tion and Conſent of the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes at a Common Hall Aſſembly, or untill 


a By-Law is made by the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes, inveſting a Common Council 
y with ſuch Power, as the Charter directs. 


g the Public, and a Miſapplication 


Perſon or Perſons to fill up or ſupply 


Wr ProTEsT againſt your borrowing any Money for the Uſe of the Corporation, and 


giving the Common Seal as a Security tor the ſame, and againſt any Public Accounts being 
| ade and paſſed e 


1, untill a Committee of Perſons who are not Members of the Common 


Council, be appointed by the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes in Common Hall aſſembled, to 
have the Inſpection of the Public's Books, and to be aſſiſting in ſettling the ſame. 


WE ProTEsrT againſt any Debtors to the Public Eſtate, paying Money into Mr. William 


Poles Hands, untill ordered by the Mayor, Bailiffs and Burgeſſes in Common Hall aſſembled, 
and againſt any Action being commenced and proſecuted, againſt any Burgeſs or Leaſe 
Tenant for ſuch Refuſal. *' | 


Wa ProTEsT againſt the Public's Money being expended in the Defending any Proſecu- | 


tion againſt the Worſhipful the Mayor, it he refuſes to ſummon a Common Hall. 


Wz ProTEsT againſt Mr. Francis Gildart, for going up to London to ſollicit a new Charter 


in a clandeſtine Manner, tending to deſtroy the Rights of the Burgeſſes, without having ſo 


much as an Order of Council for his ſo doing ; and for his Secreting the Petition for a New 


Charter, by not ſutfging a Copy of it to be entered in the Council Book; and for his Entering 
down in the ſaid Book an imperfect Abſtract of what the Petition contained. | 
. We ProTEST againſt the Practice of obliging Perſons. who have a Right to Freedom, 
by Birth or Servitude, to pay One Shilling for having their Names entered, ſignifying their 
Deſire to become Sworn Burgeſles. | 8 


THIS done by Us, as a CommTTEr appointed by the” Burgeſſes of the UNION 
SOCIETY, and Burgeſſes not of that Aſſociation this 18th Day of June, 1757 ; 


and confirmed by a very con 


Fl 
* 


And Publiſhed by theiz Order, 


_ MAT 5 
. * - * JEN 2 
. ” a * mo 

1 


rfiderable Number of Burgeſſes this 27th 'of July, 1757, 


_ 


LEY 


